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THE MANATEE MESSENGER 
February 2020 
 

Geoffrey Henning, Principal 

Denise Dopico-Lizano, Assistant Principal 

Ramona Reliford, Ph.D., Assistant Principal 
 

Quiet Waters Elementary  
4150 West Hillsboro Boulevard, Deerfield Beach, Florida 33442 

Quietwaters.browardschools.com T: 754-322-8100; F: 754-322-8140 

 

Dear QWE Families, 

  

January was a busy time with students getting back into the swing of 

things after our holiday break.  We are in high gear again and ready 

to take on the second semester.   

 

We’ve started our extended learning opportunities.  FSA Camp is 

being offered to select 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students and ELL Camp 

is being offered to select English Language Learners.  Our FSA Camp 

runs Tuesdays and Thursdays and our ELL Camp runs Mondays and 

Wednesdays.  Both camps run from 2:15 – 3:15 p.m.   

 

February 14 will be an Early Release Day.  All students will be 

dismissed at noon.  This Early Release Day will be a day focused on 

service and love.  It will also be a day to recognize the continued 

recovery and strength of our staff, students and families who were 

emotionally impacted.  We will never forget.  #MSDSTRONG 

 

Quiet Waters Elementary is an amazing school and it’s because of 

the amazing families we serve.  Let’s have a great year doing it “The 

Manatee Way.” 

 

Upcoming Events 

 Interim Reports 

 Tuesday, February 11 

 No School 

 Monday, February 17 

Early Release 

  Friday, February 14 
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Career Day 2020 
Quiet Waters Elementary School experienced held 

Career Day on Thursday, January 23 and Friday, January 

24, 2020, all 1200 plus students were able to see, hear 

about, and live out a day in the lives of over 40 different 

professions.  Our Career Day presenters were from the 

following fields: engineers, medical professionals, first responders, flight instructors, landscapers, 

hospitality, architecture, Zumba, dance instructors and so many others. QWE extends a special thank 

you to all our fabulous Career Day Presenters. 

 

Guidance Department 

Absences and Tardies 

Excessive absences and tardies to class can contribute to a decline in academic growth and 

performance.  Every minute in every day is vitally important.  Your child needs to be in school every 

day prior to 8:00 a.m.  A warning bell will ring at 7:55 a.m.  The tardy bell rings at 8:00 a.m. and 

instruction begins at 8:01 a.m.  Please make every attempt to have your child in school every day 

and on time.  If your child is absent from school, please call the school to excuse your child’s 

absence.  After hours, you may leave a message at 754-322-8100.  Please select option 1.  You may 

contact Mrs. Donahue, our Guidance Counselor, if you have any questions or concerns regarding 

your child’s attendance.   

 

Read with Your Child – DAILY 

Although the life of a parent is often hectic, you should try to read with your child at least once a day 

at a regularly scheduled time. But don't be discouraged if you skip a day or don't always keep to 

your schedule. Just read to your child as often as you possibly can.  Reading with your child not only 

supports his/her reading skills but also language development, problem solving skills, self-regulation, 

and a LOVE of reading.   

 

How to be a Good Test Taker
 

Testing season will begin in April.  To do well on any test, you must study and be prepared.  The 

following tips may help you: 

• Get off to a good start.  Have everything you need for the test.  Try to relax and make sure 

you listen to the directions carefully.   

• Read all the answer choices carefully.  Don’t just mark the first answer that sounds good.   
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• Look for clue words, these questions can be tricky.  Sentences with always, never, all and 

none are usually false.  Sentences with often, sometimes, most and many are usually true.  

Read all the questions very carefully.  Just one word can make the difference. 

• Check all your answers even the ones you know are correct.  You may have made a 

careless mistake.  Always use all the time that you’re given.   

• Don’t sweat the test.  Taking a test can be scary.  It’s okay to worry, but don’t worry too 

much.  Before a test, study enough so that you know the material.  Practice taking a test in 

your mind.  Close your eyes and see yourself answering the questions correctly.   

 

 

Character Trait of the Month – February 
The character trait of the month for February is Honesty.   Honesty is being truthful, trustworthy and 

sincere.  You are honest when you 

• Keep your promises.  Your parents will trust you more because you tell the truth. 

• Admit you made a mistake.  You usually get into less trouble for telling the truth than lying 

and getting caught.   

 

 

 

 

Recognize Progress, Not Just Results 
Sometimes children give up on a task before they can be motivated by praise for completing it.  

Don’t wait.  Praise your child for progress even before finished.  He might not have finished his 

homework yet, but hearing you praise him for coming home and getting started right away will make 

him more likely to keep at it! 

 

 

 

 

Calendar of Events 

• February 24 – SAC Meeting – 7:00 am – Media Center 

• February 28 – Dairy Queen Family Night 

• March 5 – Booster thon Fun Run 

• April 21 – Chil Fil-A Family Night 
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Let’s See What’s Happening in our Classrooms 

 

 

From our Kindergarten Classrooms 

 

Kindergarten students began learning about maps and globes this month. We can 
identify land and water and we are learning about North, South, East and West.  
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From our First Grade Classrooms   

 

January was a busy month 

in Miss Krumrey's class! We 

started the month by 

learning about different 

animals that hibernate in 

the winter! Some of them 

don't actually sleep, but 

their heartbeat slows down 

to about 5 beats per 

minute! We also completed 

a lapbook about Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Some of the 

words we used to describe 

him were brave, kind, and a 

leader. We ended the 

month by starting our planet 

research. We are working collaboratively on research posters, then we will each choose a 

planet and write a report about it. We really enjoy researching because we can find the 

information on our 

own! 
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From our Third Grade Classrooms 

3rd Grade is steadily preparing for the upcoming State assessments in April and May. In 

Reading, we are specifically focusing on Author's Point of View and Comparing two texts on 

the same topic. We are also reviewing all of our English grammar skills. You can help at home 

by pointing out proper usage of punctuation such as commas and apostrophes in books 

that you read with your child. Math is all fractions, fractions, fractions for the Month of 

February, but continue to review multiplication and division facts with your child. If you have 

questions about your child's progress or the upcoming State assessments, please be sure to 

schedule a conference with your child's teacher right away! 

 

 

 

 

3rd Graders took an exciting field trip to the Museum of Discovery and Science in Downtown 

Fort Lauderdale recently. They saw exhibits about Force and Motion, Weather, the 

Everglades, and even a chemical explosion demonstration! 
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From our Fourth Grade Classrooms 

Fourth Grade is rocking the new year! 

 

All of Fourth Grade has been learning about Classifying Rocks 

in Science. Does 

your child know the 

characteristics for 

Sedimentary, 

Metamorphic, and 

Igneous rocks? Here 

Mrs. Burger’s class is 

showing how they 

explored the 

features of each 

rock to determine its 

classification. 

 

We all had a wonderful time at Career Day! The students 

visited four different careers and learned all about the 

professions. Here Mrs. Moncrief's class took part in the Building Contractor activity. They were 

given challenges to complete using Lego to simulate construction of buildings.  

 

Please don't forget to check your child's agenda on a daily and weekly basis for notes from 

the teacher or assignments needing to be done. Thank you for all your help! 
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The School Board of Broward County, Florida, prohibits any policy or procedure which results in discrimination on the basis of age, color, 

disability, gender identity, gender expression, genetic information, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex or sexual orientation. 

The School Board also provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.  Individuals who wish to file a 

discrimination and/or harassment complaint may call the Director, Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department & 

District’s Equity Coordinator/Title IX Coordinator at 754-3212150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158. 

Individuals with disabilities requesting accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008, (ADAAA) 

may call Equal Educational Opportunities/ADA Compliance Department at 754-321-2150 or Teletype Machine (TTY) 754-321-2158.    

 

 


